STONE 


URBAN 


DISTRICT 


COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 
of  the 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH, 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Stone  Urban  District  Council# 


Mr#  Chairman  and  Gentlemen , 

I  beg  to  submit  to  you  herewith  my  annual  report  for  the 
year  1946# 

I  wish  to  express  my  grateful  thanks  to  Mr.  W.  Hawke s P 
Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector  to  the  Rural  District  Council, 
who  acted  as  Sanitary  Inspector  to  the  Department  during  the 
absence  of  the  Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector.  Mr.  Wood, 
the  Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector,  returned  to  duty  in 
March  a  fter  a  period  of  absence  during  the  War.  Mr.  Herbert 
was  appointed  Assistant  Surveyor  and  Additional  Sanitary 

Inspector  in  November,  1946. 

/ 

My  thanks  are  also  due  to  the  Members  of  the  Council,  the 
Clerk,  Sanitary  Inspector  and  his  staff  for  their  inva  luable 
co-operation  throughout  the  year. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 
CLIFFORD  ARTHUR. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health* 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


These  statistics  give  particulars  of  the  births  and  deaths  in  the 
district,  and  show  various  ‘rates1,  which  are  compared,  virhere  possible, 
with  those  for  England  and  Wales*  A  complete  list  of  the  causes  of 
death  will  be  found  in  Table  8  at  the  end  of  the  report*  It  must  be 

realised  that  the  numbers  concerned  are  small,  and  that  the  ‘rates1 
calculated  from  them  must  not  be  relied  upon  as  a  basis  for  any 


conclusions 

about 

conditions 

in  the 

area. 

Table  1* 

Live 

Male 

Births 

Female 

Still 

Male 

Births 

Female 

Deaths 
under  1 
Male 

of  Infants 
yr  of  qge 
Female 

Legitimate 

70 

76 

2 

4 

1 

2 

Illegitimate 

5 

9 

1 

1 

1 

— 

Total 

75 

85 

3 

5 

2 

2 

Table  No*  2* 

Deaths  from  Certain  Specific  Diseases* 


Number  of  Dea  ths  (included  in  the  above)  from:- 

Cancer  (all  ages)  *  *  «  .  .  •  #  .  .  *  *  •  13 
Measles  (all  ages)  *  *  *  ...  ...  «  .  »  0 
Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  •  •  •  ...  0 
Diarrhoea  (under  two  years  of  age)  ...  ...  0 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes s- 


Deaths  in  Rate  per  1,000  total 

Stone  U*D.  live  and  still  births. 


Stone  U.D* 

England  &  Wales 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

Nil 

Nil 

8*5 

Other  Puerpera  1  causes 

2 

11.89 

Not  available 

Total 

2 

11.89 

8.5 

Table  3» 


Births  and  Deaths  Rate* 

Stone  Urban  England  and 


District  Wales 


Birth  Rate  per  1000  population  21*21  19*1 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1000  total  (live  and 

still)  births  47*62  0*53 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1000  population  11.53  11.5 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1  yr  per  1000 

Live  births.  2:5iOO  43 


-  1 


Table  4« 


Admissions 

to  Yarnfield 

Isolation  Hospital. 

From  Stone 
District 

Urban  From  Stone  Rural 
-  District 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever 

70 

19 

89 

Diphtheria 

3 

1 

4 

Erysipelas 

1 

3 

4 

Dysentery 

1 

1 

2 

Typhus 

1 

- 

1 

Paratyphoid 

- 

1 

1 

Meningitis 

1 

- 

1 

Total 

77 

25 

102 

SANITARY  circumstances  of  the  .area. 


Water  Supplies, 

17  samples  submitted  for  Bacteriological  Examination  (two 

unsatisfactory ) 

6  ”  u  u  Chemical  analysis. 

One  unsatisfactory  result  was  obtained  from  the  stand  pipe  serving 
four  farm  cottages  and  it  was  found  t  hat  the  water  was  passing  via  a 
storage  ta  nk  in  the  farmhouse.  The  system  was  reconstructed  so  that 
the  water  v/as  obtained  direct  from  the  main,  and  subsequent  samples 
proved  satisfactory. 

0ne cottage,  previously  served  by  a  well,  was  connected  to  the 
main  supply  during  the  period*  All  dwelling  houses  in  the  a  re a  are 
now  connected  to  the  main  supply* 


Sewage  Disposal* 

Following  a  report  by  Dr#  S*  H*  Jenkias  on  sludge  treatment  and 
the  septic  condition  of  sewerage  at  the  Sewage  Works,  it  is  proposed 
to  alter  the  sludge  drying  beds  and  digestion  tanks*  The  work  is 
proceeding  satisfactorily* 


Closet  Accommodation* 

Formal  notices  under  Section  47  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1 936, 
were  served  on  the  owners  of  three  cottages  for  the  conversion  of  pail 
closets  to  water  closets,  and  a  formal  notice  under  Section  39  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936  was  served  on  the  ov/ner  of  another  house 
requiring  the  reconstruction  of  a  drainage  system  leading  to  an 
insanitary  cess  pool,  and  connection  to  the  sewer.  These  notices 
were  served  in  October  and  November  and  the  work  v/as  not  completed  by 
the  end  of  the  year* 


Public  Cleansing* 

Scavenging  operations  v/ere  maintained  throughout  the  year,  but 
due  to  labour  shortages  maintenance  works  had  to  be  abondoned  on  the 
controlled  tipping  site  in  Stafford  Street. 
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Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area, 

The  following  table  summarises  the  inspections  made  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  and  his  Assistant  during  the  year.* 


Type 

No*  of 
Visits 

Notices 

Informal 

Served 

Formal 

Notices 

Informal 

Complied 

Formal 

Housing  Act,  1936 

130 

Overcrowding 

104 

On  Complaint 

85 

34 

2 

16 

1 

Ashes  Accommodation 

105 

72 

w 

13 

Smoke  Abatement 

4 

Infectious  Diseases 

65 

Slaughterhouses 

162 

Pood  Premises 

8 

Pried  Pish  Shops 

3 

Ice  Cream  Vendors 

14 

Dairies  and  Milk  Shops 

8 

Cowsheds 

9 

Bakehouses 

3 

Factories 

30 

3 

— 

3 

Drainage  of  Buildings 

29 

15 

4 

9 

— 

N ew  Buildings 

83 

Dangerous  Buildings 

9 

Requisitioned  Buildings 

17 

Schools 

3 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 

10 

2 

2 

Pairs 

4 

Vermin 

2 

Public  Conveniences 

26 

Water  Supply 

44 

6 

— 

6 

Rats  and  Mice 

167 

Steams,  Water  Courses,  etc. 

17 

Miscellaneous 

29 

Total 

1190 

132 

6 

49 

1 

In  one  case  legal  proceedings  were  instituted  under  Section  94  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936  against  the  owner  of  a  dwelling  house,  who  had 
failed  to  comply  with  a  statutory  notice.  The  magistrates  imposed  a 
fine  on  the  owner  and  made  an  order  for  the  work  to  be  carried  out* 


Shops  Acts,  1912  -  _34. 

Mr,  C.  Pale,  Shops  Acts  Inspector,  resigned  in  April  this  year  and 
Mr,  W*  Tams  took  over  his  duties*  Normal  routine  visits  and 
inspections  of  trade  premises  have  been  carried  out  and  no  untoward 
incidents  have  occurred. 


Camping  Sites, 

The  use  of  two  unsuitable  caravans  for  human  habitation  was 
prevented  by  informal  action,  in  each  case  the  caravan  was  removed  from 
the  area. 

One  caravan  was  licenced  by  the  Local  Authority  under  Section  269  of 
the  Public  Health  Act,  1936  for  a  period  of  six  months. 

Smoke  Abatement, 

Informal  action  resulted  in  the  abatement  of  a  smoke  nuisance 
caused  b^  the  temporary  use  of  a  vertical  boiler  at  one  factory  in  the 
town. 
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Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs* 


Two  privately  owned  dwelling  houses  were  found  to  he  infested  with 
bed  bugs  during  the  period  and  were  disinfected  with  H Zaldecide” . 


HOUSING, 

Number  of  houses  erected  during  the  year:*- 


1*  By  the  Local  Authority 
2*  By  other  Local  Authorities 
3*  By  private  enterprise 


Nil 

Nil 

4 


(10  in  progress) 
(6  in  progress) 


Number  of  houses  owned  by  the  Council  on  December  31st,  1946, 


Built  under  the  1919  Housing  Act  35 


”  1923  "  "  136 

"  1924  "  20 

"  1930  "  42 

"  1935  "  " 

"  1936  "  "  44 

"  1939  "  "  44 


During  the  period  one  house  w  as  requisitioned  by  the  Local 
Authority  and  one  overcrowded  family  rehoused. 

Five  families  ’squatted1  in  the  drill  hall  and  four  Nissen  huts 
belonging  to  the  Territorial  Army  association.  The  Local  Authority 
provided  water  and  Lighting  and  refuse  removal  services,  and  minor 
drainage  works  were  carried  out.  Two  families  left  of  their  own  accord 
before  the  end  of  the  year* 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOCD  . 

Milk  Supply, 

The  following  licences  'were  issued  under  the  Milk  (Special 
Designations)  Act ,  1936  -  46. 


Dealers 


(pasteurised) . 


Licences. 

Accredited, 


1 


1 


Ice  Cream. 


There  were  seven  premises  in  the  town  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice 
cream,  but  during  the  year  it  was  only  being  sold  from  four  owing  to 
shortage  of  supplies.  In  two  cases  ice  cream  was  being  manufactured  on 
the  premises.  Samples  were  taken  from  these  two  shops  and  a  further 
sample  was  taken  from  a  firm  registered  in  a  neighbouring  Local 
Authority  but  selling  from  a  Motor  Vehicle  within  the  district.  The 

result  was  unsatisfactory  in  e ach  case  and  the  two  premises  within  the 
district  were  again  visited  and  instructions  given  in  the  method  of 
cleanliness  and  sterilisation  of  utensils.  One  shop  discontinued 
manufacture. 

The  result  of  the  sample  taken  from  the  van  was  forwarded  to  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  district  concerned  who  had  also 
obtained  similar  results,  and  steps  were  taken  to  improve  the  standard 
of  cleanliness. 
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Meat  and  Food  Inspection* 

All  slaughtering  is  carried  out  at  a  central  slaughterhouse  under 
the  control  of  the  Ministry  of  Pood.  A  total  number  of  162  visits  were 
made  during  the  year.  The  following  table  shows  the  number  of 
carcases  inspected  and  condemned. 


Cattle 
&  Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 
&  Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

851 

427 

1,948 

37 

Number  inspected 

851 

427 

1,948 

37 

Tuberculosis  only 

1.  Whole  carcase  condemned 

17 

- 

- 

mmm 

2.  Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

46 

- 

- 

%  of  number  inspected  affected 
with  T.B. 

8% 

Diseases  other  than  T.B. 

30  6 

8 

55 

4 

Weight  of  Meat  condemned  with  T.B.  4  tons  14  cwts  40  lbs  (10,568  lbs) 
w  ”  u  u  because 

of  other  causes  4  tons  12  cwts  110  lbs  (10, 414  lbs) 


Weight  of  other  food  condemned  4  cwts  52  lbs  (  500  lbs) 


Table  5. 


Disease 


Small  pox 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria 

Enteric,  including 
Paratyphoid 

Dysentery 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

Pneumonia 

Erysipelas 

Other  Notifia  ble 
Disea  ses 


Infectious  Diseases. 

Cases  Notified  by  age. 

Unr1er  1  2  3  4  5  10  15  20  35  45 

1  +■++•+>++  tE  +  4-  + 


0 

-p 


-P  i — 1 

•h  cd 

£  -p 

cd  Ph 

• 

ca 

0 

H 

ca  o 

rC| 

Cd 

0  frj 

P 

P 

m 

cd 

o 

cd  o 

0 

Eh 

O  P 

n 

1  .4  2 

1 


7  39  -13 


3 

1 


2 

1 


71  70 
3  3 


1 


1 


4  io 


l 


12  1 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


Table  6, 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1946* 


Age 

Periods 
(in  yrs ) 


New  Cases  -  ■  Deaths 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary  Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 
Male  Female  Male  Female  Male  Female  Male  Female. 


45+ 

65+ 


l 


Tutal 


1 


Nil 


Nil  Nil 


Nil 


Nil  Nil  Nil 


Table  No*  7* 

Number  of  cases  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register  for  the 
District  at  the  end  of  the  last  three  years. 


Year  pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary  Total 


Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

:  544 

20 

28 

13 

19 

80 

1945 

20 

28 

16 

20 

84 

1946 

21 

28 

16 

20 

85 

Table  No.  8. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

in  Stone  Urban  District  in  1946, 

_______  classified  according  to  the  Registrar-General’s  Short  List  of  Causes. 

Cau.ses  of  De  th  Male  Female 

1*  Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid 


0 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

“7 

5> 

Scarlet  Fever 

i . 

Whooping  Cough 

r— 

J  * 

Diphtheria 

6. 

Tuberculosis  of  the  Respiratory  System 

1 

7, 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis 

3, 

Sylphilitic  Diseases 

1 

9o 

Influenza 

1 

1 

10. 

Measles 

11. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  &  Polioenceph  litis 

“i  9 
-L  •& 

Acute  infantile  encephalitis 

13 

Cancer  of  the  buccal  cavity  &  oesophagus (m) , 

uterus (F)3 

1 

14  V 

Cancer  of  the  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

15? 

Cancer  of  breast 

2 

16, 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

6 

1 

17* 

Diabetes 

2 

18. 

Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions 

9 

8 

19. 

Heart  disease 

11 

12 

20. 

Other  diseases  of  the  circulatory  system 

2 

21* 

Bronchitis 

1 

2 

22a 

Pneumonia 

3 

2 

23, 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

24o 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  duodenum 

1 

25, 

Diarrhoea  under  two  years 

26. 

Appendicitis 

27. 

Other  digestive  diseases 

2 

1 

23. 

Nephritis 

1 

29, 

Puerperal  and  post  abortion  sepsis 

^  JO 

Other  maternal  causes 

1 

3"  0 

Premature  births 

1 

32o 

Congenital  mal-f ormation  birth  injury  infant 

dis. 

1 

33  0 

Suicide 

1 

7! , 

Road  Traffic  accidents 

35* 

Other  violent  causes 

36p 

All  other  causes 

3 

5 

Total  deaths  44  43 
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